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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
January II, 1949 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber~ City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Tuesda.y, January 11, 1949, at b:05 p.m. 

Mayor Sherfey called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

All those present in the Counc1l Chamber saluted the Flag. 

Councilman Jackson moved that the M10utes ot an Adjourned 
Regular Meeting held December 21, 1948, the M±nutes ot a Regular 
Meeting held December 28, 1948 and the Minutes of a Special Meeting 
held January 3, 1949, be approved as written. Councilman Drale 
seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIOnS 
" - . . -. . ', ' . 

A communication from Shell Oil Company was read advising that 
no new installations or abandonments were made on pipe line under 
Franchise O~inance No. 328 for the period ending December 31, 1948. 
Matter of Noord. 

A communication from Union Oil Company was read advising that 
no pipe l1oe, or oonduits were construoted under Los Angeles County 
Ordinanoe Nos. 1010 and 1501, which ordinances are superseded by 
Torrance Franchise Ordinance No. 417, eftective August 13, 1948, 
during the period beginning July 1 andendlng August 13, 1948. 
Matter of record. 

A communication from Merlin R. Cook, Bus D.e.pa.r~~eI?-t,. 'lfa':r~l:l.d 
reques ting that he be furnished with a copy of -all . the q:4ar6as made 
against the position ot Bus Garage Foreman and personal charges 
ass.inst h~\elf; and. ~t he be granted another hearing on the 8US

. pen8ionwh1,-ch he stated was not properly tol1owed, according to 
SectiOA#l,3, Rlsht of Appeals, to Board ot Review. 

CounCilman Drale moved that Merlin R. Cook's request be granted 
and tl:la. t he be extended . allear1.:Q.~ 1:>et()re ., tl;l,e C~v+l, Servi~e B9.ard. 
Counoilman PGwel-l seoonded the motj,~n 'Which waif cal'ri~ u~n~ous~I1:. 

A .. communica t10n from Rear Admiral Paul Hendren, Commander U. S. 

~~v;~s~~le ~::4~~:~~~idI:~()'i~t~o~~6F-S ~rm~: t:/ ~~:o~; ~~~e made 
vicinity of the <Daval Supply Depotl To;r.;r~nce Annex, and ~nyWorm~ 
a tioD gained from th1s I!I tudy w111 bfil C91l'nn.m:I;.ca ted_to th~ , City . ~J.lgj,neer. 

Clerk Bartlett announced that the amendment to the City Charter 
vas rs.t1fied by . the ,f?~te L~gi~,+Sl.t11-I}Ei. V?J'~~a;r:y 7, ~94~:1 ¥-nd was 
filed in his office on January 10, 1949. 

Cle~k .. Bal'tll9tt. c~l-leGl a tten tiOD to ~ .. p~~~g;rF\Pp. M: %ll ; ~1:·t:!l.~e 
~ublJshedt iIli the Tor;r.a.:nc:e Hel1'al d . J·a.nu~rJ '$:J. 19,4S;." ~nt-.1~led _ GIi-ty 
Ma.ne;g€)o:i" Staw!t Near", which hps x'ef'erenc6 to ,the ilj1;pPOV1i4 ~'~nancial 
s true ture 0f thec1ti uncl.er Mr. Stave-ns ' S'J.1.d8.J1(lEl • 

Cl erk Bartlett stated, in a letter addressed to the CounCil, 
that. i t ha!'l been the cus tom 011 mAny r~d.t~;e~ to. register '\"a.rra.n ts 
during the so-called lean l' eY;lol'or ' y~ce-!pt of ta.xes, rather than 
to l'let HT' ·?-.n additioJl"!'J; tM~. r ".t e tq take~a.rii .qfth1:s l!~·:r+o.4; Sind. 
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tliatthe ,re;';iie otiatlonof the Southern Ca.llfQrnla Edl~lbh Oompany 
franc111se WS;S~~fie lsyOityAttorney' SIi1ith 'bntherecommendation of 
the SoutliernCalifornia EdisonOompany. 

AcoJllJl1Ullication frolil ' Qeorge lV.Stevens, Oity ~g1neer, was 
i"ead submit,t1ng the folIowing recommendations for the Oouncil's 
conside~ation and approval: 

PERSODEL: 

1. That all 01ty employees be finger-printed, in accord
ance with the recommendation ot the Civil Service Board. 

APPRQ1!BTATIQN8: 

1. 

2. 

3· 

4. 

For the:purcha;seof 100 Traff''1:ool'ies for St:r'eet and pa.int 
Departments', the's.umof; $153.'75. 

For the purchase of target material for Police Pistol 
Range, the' ;sum ',of $.52,.87. 

For, tliepa.yment of fees for ;6;n apprai'sal of the' princi
~l 01ty bulld1Ag~ aD:dConteIl,tsl ,B. Jsum,' ", ,not 'tid. exceed 
,1,500 . 00 • (From tJna'Ppr.opr~a ted ,Ftihd-s '.') 

Forthereftind6f ,fee ' :r '6r ,Bu llding' 'Permi't tto. · 8564 to 
James Cox, ,the sum of '.$4.00'. Residence oU'ta,1de the 

'C:1;"ty 'at Tdrrance. 

JlI5CEt,TiAl'lEOUS : 

1. That the Ooncession Agreement with American Legion Post 
Ilo. 170 be renewed fo,rthe year 1949, under the same 
conditions as the 1948 contract. 

Oouncilman Drale moved that the Oouncil concur in therecom
mendations subinitted by OityEngineer. Stevens. {}oun.cl,lman Jackson 
seconded the motion which was, carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYESI . OOUJIOJ1,MEN: Dra1e, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and 
Sherfey. NOES: COUNC,ILMEN: None • ABSEN~ :COUNCn.MEN : None . ' 

A communication from John "R.Fatrick, Secretary, TOl'rance Flan
ning Commission, was read advising that at ameetingpf the Com
mission held January 4, 1949, the fo1lowing me. tterswereconsidered 
and acted u1'on: 

The , seconQ. 1'ub1ic hearing was held on Oase No. 153, petition at 
John E. Kettler for Ohange of Zone affecting all of Tract No. 15213, 
situated. at Sepulveda Boulevard and Walnut Street, between Oabrl11o 
Avenue and Western Avenue. It 1s requested that all lots be re
~oned to R-l, with the exce1'tion of Lot 1, Block 4 and Lot 1, 
Block 5, which are requested to be rezoned to 0-2 tGenera1 Oommer-
cial). , ' 

The Planning Commission unanimously voted to reoommend to the 
Oity Ooun~ll that they grant this pet1t10nfor aOhangeof Zone 
and it will be necessary that a third and f1na,ltbearing before the 
Oi ty Counc1l be held. This hearing cannot legally be: heldbef'ore 
February 8, 1949, and it is suggested that this date be set for the 
final hearins 01;1 this 1'etition. 

Mayor Sherfey s~t February 8, 1949,at 8:00 p.m. as the time 
for hold~g a PubliC Hearing .before ,theCouncll on the Pet1tion of' 
John E. Kettler for aOhange of' Zonej case, No. 153·. 

It was un&nlmo\lslyv,ot/ild by the, , P1anningCommiss~on to recom" 
mend the apProval of Final Traot Map No ; 13043, subject to minor 
engineering cpang~s ~. the pos ting of. the .necessary bonds. Th1i 
tpaot is located on 164th Streetb,etween Arl41gton Avenue and 
Grameroy Place and consists of twenty-one (21) lots . . 
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Mayor Sherfey moved that the Council concur in the reconnnf!md
a tion of the nanning Connnission and apJi>:rove Fin8:1 Tract Map No. 
13043 ., ,GQW)'e:ill:mfi!,l\ · ;r~~81on · 1~ E! ,CQ~ .~0. 11Ja.~~~:~$,: 1~~r· 
ltl1a.nil4lll)u~lJ1 ·' '.. . '. 

'1'h~ ;fiol10"ing'j;\t"t'ttKi)t!s ; 1'.01' , ~g;VIJ.~:LaDQ~'i_~ ~~~jI!B~;Y ' 
approved: -

CASE NO. 152: Petition of Juanita Butslar for a Zoning Variance 
affecting Lot 4, Block 300, Tract 1952, situated at the corner of 
Arlington Avenue and Sepulveda Boulevard, between Santa Fe Avenue 
and 229th Street. Petition requests permission to use the existing 
building as an automobile repair shop or welding shop. This property 
is now zoned C-l (R~tail Commercial). 

_ CASE NO. 154: Petition of Stella R. Richardson for a Zoning 
Variance to permit the construction of an Apartment-court on a por
tion of Lot 71, of the McDonald Tract, situated at 18333 South 
Western Avenue. This property is located in an A-I (Light Agri
cuI tural) Zone. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for first and final reading and read 
title to emergency 

ORDINANCE NO. 446 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE REGULATING 
TRAFFIC UPON THE PUBLIC STREETS AND REPEALING 
ALL OTHER ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH. 

At 8:20 p.m. Mayor Sherfey declared a short recess to permit 
members of the Council to discuss certa1n pOints 1n the ordinance 
vith the City Attorney. 

At 8:26 p.m. the meeting reconvened. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1950 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE DESIGNATING ONE OF ITS OFFI
CIALS TO PREPARE ANNUAL STREET REPORTS TO 
THE STATE CONTROLLER. 

Councilman Jackson moved that Resolution No. 1950 be adopted. 
Councilman Drale seconded the motion which vas carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, 
Jackson, Povell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1951 

RESOLUTION OF THE CIfi COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE COMMENDING THE HONORABLE VINCENT 
THOMAS, ASSEMBLYMAN OF THE 68TH ASSEMBLY DIS
TRICT I FOR HIS INDEFATIGABLE LABOR AND EFFORTS 
AND THE DISPATCH WITH WHICH THE AMENDMENT TO 
THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE WAS CONDUCT
ED THROUGH THE CHANNELS OF LEGI8LATIOll Dl THE 
NO HOUSES OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF THE STATE 
OF CAL IFORNIA. 

Mayor Sherfey moved that Resolution No. 1951 be adopted. 
Councilman Jackson seconded the motlon which was carried by the 
follow1ng roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Dra1e, Haggard I 
Jackson, Povell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 



Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

~~OI,UTIOB~9 • u 1~?2 

RESOLUTIOB OF THE Clfi concn. OF THE Clfi OF ' 
TORRABCE COJIMEIDING TBEROJrORABLEJACK B. TD
KEY, SEJrATOR FROM THE 38m DISTRICT, FOR HIS 
VALUABLE EFFORTSIli CONDlJCTIliGTHE PROCEEDINGS 
lJI THE SENATE OF THE STATE ' LEGISLATtJREDI 'fBE 
XATTER OF THE APPROVAL OF THE SEnTE TO' mE 
AMDDMEBT TO THECHARTEROF!HECI'fI OF TORR.AXCE. 

Mayor Sherfey moved that Resolution Bo. 1952 be adopted. 
COtulcllJ11BJlJackson seconded the motion which was ' carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COlJJJOJ1,MEJr: Dra1e, Haggard, 
Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COnClLJIElI: Bone. ABSDT: 
concn-lIIm: Bone. 

A communication from the Santa Fe Railway Company was read 
contirm1ng their request, made at a recent meeting between the 
City Council and representatives of their comp&.n7, that con
'ideration of the proposed railroad ordinance be deferred for 
approximately sixty days, which extension would enable both the 
Oc>W1el1 and their company to give further study to the matters 
cOT.red by the proposed ordinance. The Santa Fe reiterated the 
••• urance given at that meeting · tha t ins t;ructions would go fonaN 
to · reduce the speed of their trains passing through the sector be
ween Crenshaw Boulevard and CarBon Street ·· and to m1.n1a1ze · to the 
gi'eatest pouib1e extent the 'blowing ' of whistles ' in that area. It 
11 their understanding that City Engineer8tevena will advise the. 
when their will be a joint meeting to discuss the matter of addi
tlonal protection for the Crenshaw Boulevard and Oabri110 Avenue 

·cro.stage. With reference to a residential development in the 
Ve.~rD.ectlon of this City, the writer was confident that offi
cials ' of the Railway Company and Chans1or-Cantield JI1dway OU 
CoJrpaJly are DOt Jllere1y interested but eager to further this 
tuture4eve10pment. 

. .. CO\U1cilllBJl Bra1e moved that lire. Leonard Y0llllg, a representa ... . 
'tlTeot the XadrldIaprovement Association, be 'uvi ted tc., atteild 
all· ... tags to be held ' between . the Clty CO'iillcll' 'aDd . represent&.;'; . 
ttYe • . of ' the San ta: Fe Rall way ' Gompant:; ·· ... Counoilaan Powell aeOQKed 
121e JiIotloJlvhlOh vas · carr1ed UiWlliOuslf : .... -.. .. , . " ". ' ., - . . .... ~ .,. .. - -

... _tor Shertey advised that 01ty l£ngueer Stevena vou1d not1.ty 
JIltI. Young and members of the Oouncil .ot torthooming aeetings. 

A petitlon, bearing ninety-elght sigaaturel ot resi4enta&D4 
propertyownerl in the vicinity ot 2310 - 166th Street, 'yas ' read 
reque.tag the C1ty Councl1 to 1ssue a restra1l11ng order to Pl'O
h1b1t co .. ercla1 ra181Dg or feeding ot hoga on la14 propertJ~ 

Oity Bagueer stevens asked that the 11suanoe ot a bulinells 
license be wlthheldpen4ing an 1l1vest1gatlon &D4 the Counoil's 
4ec181oD OD the II&tter, and that the Beal th Departaent be requellted 
to -.lte a repOrt ot ex11 t1ng coul tiOAs. .... . 

Councilman Pove11 moved that the ls8uance ot a busuells lio8D8. 
tor the operatlon ot a hog ranoh be wlthhe1d until the Health De
p&rt.eDt aDd C1ty Councl1 have made an inveltlgation and that the 
01t1 Clerk be 1Dlt1'l1cted to request the Health I)eparta.at to make 
a. iaYe.t1sat1on or the premisei. 

CounCilman Drale asked the 01ty AttoJ'Dey tor hls opalon. 
Clty Attorney SmIth replIed that hog ranohe8 are legally 

&1.10yed 1a Zone .2. 
Clt1 Bngineer SteTena explained tbatZone .-2 (Beavy Kanu

factur1nS) 1. the only p1aoe in the l.and 'Use Ord1nanoe yhel'8 hog 
rAnche. are mentloned, &D4 they are only allowed to operatewlth 
the couent ot the Bea1th Department and Clty Oouncil; 

COWloilll&Z1 Drale seoonded CounoilmanPovell's aotlon whioh 
wa. c&rrleduaaniaoulIly. 
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Councilman Dl'e.le DIOvedthatthe City AttOrilsy prepare aschedUIe 
or rees to be charged by the City Clerk synonymous " vitli~ aild"1n~I1Be 
witb,"fees charged by CotintyClerks for same service~"and"that"Baid 
I!Ichedule be embOdied 1h an ordiriance; Councilman Powell seconded 
the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Drale moved that the CitY-EngIneer be InStructed ti, 
mBJee a survey of the Police Department, also a thorough study of the 
City Charter and Civil Service Rules and Regulations with aviww 
putt1hg members of the folice Department on a five day a week basi8, 
and report his f1hdings to the City Council. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Mayor Sherfey called for Council action on Ordinance Io. 4~6, 
heretofore read. 

Councilman Powell moved that further reading of Ord1hance Bo. 
4~6 be dispensed with. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion 
which was carried by the follow1hg roll cal1 vote: AYES: conon.
JIB:I: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Povell and Sherfey. WOES: COnCIL
JIBJI: :lone. ABSEWT: COU'WCILMElI: None. 

Councilman Powell moved that emergency Ordinance :10. 446 be 
adopted. CounCilman Jackson seconded the motion which was .carried 
by the following roll cal1 vote: AYES: COUJIClLDB: Drale, lIaggard., 
Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. BOES: COU'IOlLJlElf: Ilone. ABSEft:· . 
COlJl'ClLJID: Iloae. 

Councilman Jackson stated that as the amendment to the City 
Charter setting up a City Manager form of government,; was rat1r1ed 
by" the State Legislature on January 7, 1949, such apPointment is 
nOv in order, whereupon he moved that the C1ty Council appoint 
George W. Stevens as City Jlanager at a salary of ,10,000.00 a year, 
efrect1ve January I, 1949. Councilman Drale seconded the motion 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COU'II
CILDlI: Drale, lIaggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. BeES: 
COl1lfCILXD: Bone. ABSEIIT: COUllCn.MEli: Bone. 

CounCilman Povell moved that the payment of $4,742.06 be 
authorized ror library service from July 1 to December 31, 1948, 
in accord~ee with Los Angeles County Library Contract. COUllcll
IIaJi·Jackso:D. seconded the motion which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Baggard, Jackson, . 
Powell and Sherfey. HOES: COUNCILXEN: None. ABSEHT: CO'UlllCn..
~I Bone. 

In accordance vi th the prOVisions of Ordinance lio. 443, pro
viding for the establishment and appointment of a Planning Com
mission, Ma10r Sherfey submitted the following named persons for 
appointment to said Commission: 

~o serve for a term of one year: 

Tbe name of Jesse Crovther vas vithheld pend
ing an op1nion from the City Attorney regard
ing the s ta tus of 1Il". Crovther's res idence • 

John Salm 
W. A. Felker 

To serve for a term of two years: 

R. J. De1ninger 
Byron Johnson 
A. D. G1ann1 

To serve for a term of three years: 

Merton Gilbert 
R. S. Wh1tcomb 
C. T. Rippy 



To serve as Secretary: 

John R. Patrick 

To serve as Assistant Secretary: 

Ladeene Hamman 

To serve as President of the Commission: 

A. D. Gianni 

Councilman Jackson moved that the Council approve the appoint-' 
ments of the above named persons to the Planning Commission. Coun
cilman Povell seconded the motion which vas carried by the follow
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, 
POWell and Sherfey . NOES: COUNCILMEB: lione. ABSEI'.r: COUllCILllElh 
:lone. 

In accordance with the provisions of Ordinance lio. 438 creat
ing a ~rrance Disaster Council, Hayor Sherfey appointed the fo11ov
ing named persons as members of said Disaster Council: 

Chairman Mayor J. Hugh Sherfey, Jr. 
Commander George W. Stevens, who shall 

be Vice-Chairman 
Vice-Commander Councilman George C. Powell 
Executive Officer Councilman liioko1as O~ Drale 

Chiefs of Division are as follows: 

Law a.qd Order Division: Chief of Police John Stroh 

Fire Diyision: Fire Chief John E. MoHaster 

Medical DiVision: Dr. Henry C. Smiley .. . 

Public Works Diyision: Assistant City Engineer John R. Patriok 

ytilities Diyision: City ClerkA. H. Bartlett 
Southern California Edison Co. 
Sou them California Gas Co. 
PaCific Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
Wm. H. Stanger, llanager, Water Distriot. 

TrfDsportation Division: Jarshall A. Chamberlain, Janager 
Torrance Jlunioipal :Bus Lines 

Copmlpioations D1yision: Sergeant Gwi1ym S. Evans 

PenOMal: Citizens appointed by Chie~s of 
each diviSion. 

Councilman Haggard moved that the COUllci1 concur in the appoint
meats to the Torrance Disaster Council. CounCilman Jackson seconded 
the motion which vas carried by the following roll oa11 vote: AIlS: 
C0111lCILJmJ(: Drale, HaggaJ.>d, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. 10ES I 
COU]fCn.MElf: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEli: None . 

Councilman Haggard moved that all bills properly audited be 
paid. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion whioh was carried b7 
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUlfCn.MElh Drale, Haggard, 
Jacklon, Pove11 and Sherfey. NOES: COUliCILJlElh None. ABSEli'T: 
concn.JIElI: None. 



ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

At 8:45 p.m., upon ~otion of Councilman Jackson, seconded by 
Councilman Powell, and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned. 

CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

41 


